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In my opinion, this past month marks a turning point in our association.

The most recent development is the dismissal on 5/16/24 of our case in Manatee County Court of

a code violation involving the clickers. This is a huge decision on the part of the judge to agree

with our decision to disengage the clickers on all but our emergency access gate. As you may

recall, this was done several years ago when it became common knowledge that these clickers

and their programming are readily available to one and all on the internet.

On May 8th your Board of Directors met with our County Commissioner Mike Rahn, head of the

Public Safety Department Jodie Fiske and several representatives of the code enforcement

division. We were joined by several previous board members as well as over 20 households on

line. To say that the representatives of the county were impressed by the active participation of

our community members is an understatement. They were blown away. Thank you to all who

wrote letters, called and generally supported the initiative. As a result we were chosen to

participate in an experimental trial of a new emergency access system that integrates first

responders’ P25 digital voice and data communication (i.e. Click2Enter). This is a system in which

a first responder’s emergency radio will be designated to open the gates when needed.

Unauthorized use of this system would be considered a federal crime. The full implementation of

this system will take some time, but our participation in this trial is a big step in securing the

safety and well being of our community.

At the recent Board of Directors meeting we approved the contract for the renovation of the

bocce courts. Also approved was the contract for the updates in the guard house. So you will see

some of our vendors bringing our community these improvements. 
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Board of Directors

Committees

CONTACT INFO

President, Suzi Weinstein, President@lakeridgefalls.org
Vice-President, Scott Sims, VicePresident@lakeridgefalls.org
Treasurer, Diane Pezzimenti, Treasurer@lakeridgefalls.org
Secretary, Dorie Parsons, Secretary@lakeridgefalls.org
Director, David Danilowitz, Director@lakeridgefalls.org

Architectural Review Board (ARB)
    Mrs. Suzi Weinstein, Board Liaison
    Mrs. Mary Cochran, Chairperson
    Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00am

Budget Committee                                                                                                                                                                          
    Mrs. Dianne Pezzimenti,  Board Liaison
    TBD, Chairperson
    Meetings: TBD

Buildings Committee                                                                                                                                                                       
     Mr. Scott Sims, Board Liaison
     Ms. Lori Klein, Chairperson 
     Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am,  
     as needed
 
Community Relations Committee (CRC)
     Ms. Dorie Parsons, Board Liaison
     Mrs. Barb Weigand, Chairperson
     Meetings: 3rd Friday of the month at 10:30am, 
     as needed

Landscape Committee 
     Mr. David Danilowitz, Board Liaison
     Mrs. Betty Curry Johnson, Chairperson
     Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month at 10:00am

Pool Committee
     Ms. Dorie Parsons, Board Liaison
     Mrs. Alida Gorin & Mrs. Linda Lorenz,
     Co-Chairpersons
     Meetings: Last Wednesday of the month at 11:00am

Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee
     Mr. David Danilowitz, Board Liaison
     Mr. Bernie Pezzimenti, Chairperson
     Meetings: As needed

Security Committee 
     Mr. Scott Sims, Board Liaison
     Mr. Calvin Fitzgerald, Chairperson
     Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 11:00am

Hurricane Preparedness Group
     Mrs. Dianne Pezzimenti, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: as needed

Social Committee
     Mrs. Jane Kintz & Ms. Leigh Salby, 
     Co-Chairpersons
     Meetings: 1st Monday of the month at 10:00am

Art League 
     Mrs. Alice Dorn & Mrs. Becky Stevens, 
     Co-Presidents
     Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month at 1:30pm

Office
Property Manager:  Oded Neeman
   Phone: 360-1046 Line #101
   email: PropertyManager@lakeridgefalls.org
   After hours Emergency Only: 941-951-4034

Guardhouse: 941-355-1328 / Security@LakeRidgeFalls.Org
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In addition, please check out the new vanity
light fixtures that have been installed in both
the men’s and women’s bathrooms at the
pool. They are lovely. These improvements
have been undertaken after hard work on the
part of several committees, and of course
budgeting. Thank you to all those involved in
these updates.

By the time you receive this we will be past
Memorial Day. I hope all of you had a very
happy and meaningful Memorial Day - I know
we have many veterans in our community
and they all deserve our thanks for their
service. Finally, June also brings Father’s Day
and to many I wish a very happy day. You too
deserve special recognition.

Suzi Weinstein
President
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2023 Financial Audit – We are happy to announce that the 2023 Audit of LakeRidge Falls’ financials
has been completed and copies are now available on the Association’s Engage Portal. As in the last
few years, the audit was performed by Braxton & Holway, P.A., a reputable CPA firm located in
Bradenton. It is important to note that Braxton & Holway is a member of both the American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants and the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Braxton &
Holway indicates in its report that “[i]n our opinion, the financial statements referred to above
present fairly, in all materials respects, the financial position of Lakeridge Falls Community
Association Inc as of December 31, 2023, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the
year then ended in conformity with the accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America.”  Of course, a big thank you is warranted to the 2023 Budget Committee, the
Treasurer, and the Board of Directors for an exceptional job. 

Burying Downspouts – Lots was said and described about the important Roads & Grounds (R&G)
Committee's resourceful research/work. Therefore, let’s take another minute and say a couple more
things about it. However, and before we do, here is a short recap. 

Over a year ago, the R&G Committee was tasked with examining maintenance concerns related to
pond erosion, sidewalks, streetlights, mailboxes, and recreation amenities. Because this task
encompassed vast areas, the R&G Committee decided, with the Board's blessing, of course, to divide
the committee into five crews. In general, each crew was tasked with surveying these areas, writing
a report regarding its findings, and thereafter presenting a course of action to address such issues.
The R&G Committee would then review the work and recommendations and determine what should
be the final recommendations to be brought before the Board of Directors.

Back in November of 2023, we spoke about the Ponds Crew work. In general, the Crew’s task was to
survey the Association ponds, identify erosions and other issues that may impact the structural
integrity of the ponds, and measure the extent of the erosions along the edges of the ponds. Once
concluded, the Ponds Crew was to issue a report to the Board of Directors which would share the
information and data collected, provide possible explanations for erosion causes, and recommend
solutions to address issues discovered.

And indeed, after six months of physically inspecting, measuring, and documenting the ponds, the
Crew submitted to the Board of Directors around August of last year an impressive 135-page report
of its findings and conclusions. Please allow us to take a short break and invite all of you to read
this very impressive document. A copy of the report can be found in the Association’s Engage
Portal. Back to our story, the members of the Ponds Crew didn’t lounge around after submitting the
report. They worked endlessly on drafting an action plan for the third test site (i.e., the first is the one
implemented at Pond #8, and the second one implemented at Pond #15) and other corrective
actions they believed could assist greatly with the issue of erosion. Once concluded, a plan for
addressing the erosion at the south side of Pond #3 was presented to and approved by the Board of
Directors around January of this year.  

So why do we present this short, ok not really very short, recap? Well, one of the corrective actions
the crew investigated and thereafter recommended adopting was to bury downspouts. In looking at
the 135-page report, one would see that the crew believes “erosion is a natural process that can
be exacerbated by the development of the property. We can never eliminate the process  
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but believe we can slow it down and mitigate the worst effects.” More specifically, the crew
stated that it “appears the runoff eventually gets under the grass and slowly moves the sand
into the ponds. The unburied downspouts seem to accelerate that process. Burying the
downspouts properly will make the most impact in slowing the backyard erosion we
observed.” Without pointing out one Lot in particular, please see below a picture taken presented
by the crew in their report to portray this issue.

Acting on the recommendations presented in the report regarding downspouts, and mainly after 
further investigation of some of the administrative-related matters, the Board of Directors approved
during its April meeting the following motion: 

“To require Owners whose Lots were identified in the Pond Survey Summary Report to connect 
their downspouts to underground drainage piping according to the community-wide standard

and Association procedures as appears on the Architectural Guidelines and this without releasing
say Owners from any obligation and/or responsibility under LakeRidge Falls’ governing

documents, specifically Articles VI and IX, for costs incurred as a consequence of the conduct of
the Owner or occupants of the Lot, their agents, contractor, employees, licensees, invitees, or

guests, and under the Association responsibility as outlined in Article VIII.”

If you didn’t get a headache by now from the complexity of the issue, you are gold. But if you did,
please take a short break, drink water, and please come back to read the following attempt to
explain the above in a more simple manner. 

In short, the crew identified close to 50 downspouts which they believe act as a catalysis to the
erosion process. Therefore, the crew suggested, and the Board accepted, to require those who
were identified in the report to bury their downspouts. The way it is done is by connecting the
downspouts to an underground PVC pipe that discharges the water collected at the gutters
directly to the pond located behind those Lots. As promised, it is as simple as that. 

How it will work is that in the next couple of weeks the owners of said Lots will receive a notice in
the mail and/or email. The notice will direct owners to apply to the Architectural Review Board
(ARB) to obtain approval to bury their downspout/s based on the community-wide standard. Once
approval is obtained, the owners will be required to complete the work within the timeframe set
by the ARB. See, very simple.  

Continued on page 5
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 On a serious note, this matter is of great importance. Erosion creates unsafe conditions, for
example for landscapers, endangers the structural integrity of Lots, even for neighboring Lots,
leads to unwarranted expenses, for both the Association and the individual owners, and simply
draws away from LakeRidge Falls’ aesthetic principles. 

Therefore, we wish to take a moment and truly thank all impacted owners for their immediate
attention and cooperation on this very important matter. Of course, please feel free to contact us
with any need or concern on this matter, and will be more than happy to assist. With this in mind,
we wish to thank all LakeRidge Falls’ members for making LakeRidge Falls a leading community
for others to follow in addressing this state-wide issue. Together we can make a difference. 

Emergency Access  and Gates – Lots were said, discussed, and reported about the issue of the
Emergency Clickers, clickers that operate a Remote-Control System. But before we dive into the
fun stuff, here is a short data about the Association’s gates. 

As all know, the Association has three vehicle entry points: 

-Front Residents Only Lane and Guests Only Lane - manned 24-7 – located off Tuttle Ave.

-Back Residents Gate - designated for approved residents only – located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.

-Emergency Only Gate - designated for emergency vehicles only - located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.

Manatee County requires, by code, i.e., Section 2-28-2 of the Code of Ordinances, gated
communities to have a designated emergency access system. The logic is pretty straightforward.
In oversimplified terms, the requirement is to have a system, in addition to any access system
used by any given gated community, that would allow first responders immediate access to a
gated community in case of an emergency. 

While the code requires to have a single designated system, LakeRidge Falls until a few years ago
had three systems on each of its vehicle gates: Remote-Control, SOS, and Knox Box. In short, the
Remote-Control System is a system in which one uses…well… a remote control, similar to a garage
door opener, to open the gate. An SOS system is a system in which one uses the emergency
vehicle’s siren to open the gate. A Knox Box System is a system in which one uses a special key to
open and close the gate. 

In 2016, the Association concluded after thorough research that the Remote-Control System was
severely compromised. In short, evidence was collected to show parcel trucks, such as UPS and
FedEx, small commercial vehicles, such as pool cleaning companies, towing trucks, and unmarked
vehicles were gaining access to the community using the Remote-Control System’s clickers, aka
Emergency Clickers, which are used by first responders. In investigating this matter, the
Association discovered that anyone could go on Amazon.com and purchase such a clicker for a
cost of about $10. This notion triggered a major concern with the Board of Directors and the
Security Committee at the time as well as the Boards and Committees that followed thereafter. 

After all, the Association is spending hundreds of thousands of dollars each year on security
measures, some of it for the sole purpose of keeping unwanted individuals from entering the
community. Knowing all those measures didn’t mean much because they could be bypassed
by a wildly available and inexpensive device, compelled the Board of Directors to take action
on the matter. 

Knowing it holds a fiduciary duty to its members, the various Board of Directors decided to act to
ensure the safety and well-being of the Association’s residents. As a result, much effort was
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invested by the Association to address this matter with Manatee County over the last eight years. 

These efforts included in-person meetings with county officials, communication via certified
letters and emails, and continuous collection of evidence, mainly video footage, of the misuse of
emergency clickers by unauthorized users. In general, the Association pleaded with Manatee
County to change the code that operates the Remote-Control System or adopt a new access
system. Then came a meeting in early May of this year.... 

Following an incident that took place in April, LakeRidge Falls’ Board of Directors met with the
Honorable Mike Rahn, the district County Commissioner, Ms. Jodie Fiske, Director of Manatee
County Public Safety, Mr. Tom Wooten, Chief of Code Enforcement, and Ms. Heather Sonntag,
Code Enforcement Officer. This meeting was also virtually attended by a couple of dozens of
LakeRidge Falls members. While it would be impossible to outline all that was said and discussed
during this two-hour-long meeting, it can be reported the Board of Directors felt it was a
productive dialog.

And indeed, a few days after the meeting the Board of Directors was informed by the County that
LakeRidge Falls was chosen to participate in an experimental test trial of a new emergency access
system that integrates first responders’ P25 digital voice and data communication (i.e., Click 2
Enter). In simple, a specific frequency on a first responders’ emergency radio will be designated to
open the gates when used. Because frequencies are allocated by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), unauthorized usage of them is harder and more importantly considered a
federal crime. 

While there is still some work to take place before the adoption and thereafter implementation of
this new system, the Board of Directors is very hopeful that this is a significant step in addressing
what has become a serious security concern. This is a great opportunity to thank all LakeRidge
Falls residents who assisted on this matter and of course, the County officials who partake in
assisting the community: Commissioner Rahn, Ms. Fiske, Manatee County Sheriff Rick Wells, Mr.
Wooten, and Ms. Sonntag for their assistance and cooperation on this matter. Together, we can
continue and ensure Manatee County is one of the safest places to live in. 

Backflows – By now, all members of the Association should have received a notice from Manatee
County reminding them about the requirement to conduct an annual certification test of the
backflow prevention device. For those who may not be aware, the backflow prevention device is
the standing C-shaped pipe next to the sidewalk in front of the house. The backflow is designed to
protect the drinking water from being polluted by contaminated water due to reduced pressure in
the county water system. For this reason, Manatee County requires that all homeowners in the
county perform a yearly test to ensure the backflow prevention device is operating properly. 

As it does every year, the Association contracts with a certified and licensed plumbing company,
i.e., The WaterWorks, to perform this task for you. The WaterWorks is scheduled to start the
certification work starting the first week of June.   

A few things one must consider while The WaterWorks going through this process:

The WaterWorks will submit the proper forms with Manatee County on behalf of LakeRidge
Falls’ homeowners ensuring the proper certification process was completed. 

The WaterWorks will install a tag on each backflow when done. The tag indicates the month
the certification took place and more importantly that your backflow has passed 

Continued on page 7



      the certification test. It also serves as an advertising tool used by most plumbing companies 
      to help residents locate their contact information in case an issue ever arises with the 
      backflow.

The members who do NOT pass the certification process will receive a notice from The
WaterWorks stating the problem with the backflow. Failing to address the issue will result in
Manatee County sending a final notice.

If you receive a notice that your backflow didn’t pass, please be advised that you can use any  
plumbing company recognized by Manatee County to correct the matter. After the matter is
fixed, the plumbing company you use should submit the proper certification for you to
Manatee County.

In case your backflow fails the certification process, and you choose to hire The WaterWorks to
perform the repair, please note they agreed to a flat fee charge of $195 for double checks
backflows and $225 for RP backflows. 

Please note that failing or passing a backflow may be a subjective matter. Some situations are not
clear-cut and are open for interpretation. This usually happens when wear is discovered in one of
the backflow’s elements. While one company may feel this wear warrants a repair (i.e. fail
certification) another may suggest waiting a little bit longer before performing the repair (i.e. pass
certification) and vice versa. In these situations, residents might be left uneasy, thinking the
vendor might have provided them with a false report. However, please understand that this is not
the case. With the above in mind, The WaterWorks’ goal is to ensure residents' satisfaction while
meeting Manatee County requirements.

Alligator – We received a report last month of a small alligator, i.e. about a foot and a half,
roaming around Pond 11. On its website, the Nuisance Alligator Program, a Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) program designed to protect the alligator population
while keeping public safety in mind, advises that “[g]enerally, an alligator is deemed a nuisance if
it is at least 4 feet in length and the caller believes it poses a threat to people, pets, or property.”
While the alligator was said to be smaller than 4 feet and no concerns were expressed regarding
safety, we encourage all to please take a moment and read the brochure called Living with
Alligators, which is published by the FWC, and which can be found on the Association's website. It
provides safety tips and other important information. Remember; please don’t attempt to handle
the alligator by yourself if you spot it and please make sure your pets are on a leash and directly
attended to whenever outside your home. Thank you in advance for your attention and
consideration of this matter. 

New Annuals – During one of its recent meetings, the Landscape Committee recommended
installing 900 annuals, as opposed to 600 as was done during previous transitions, and carrying
this change for the next five to six months. The main goal of the committee was to promote fuller
and lusher annual beds, which will significantly enhance the overall look of the community. This
time around, the committee selected a combination of 600 red and 300 lime green Coleus for all
annual beds except for smaller beds which were designed to receive only red. 

The University of Florida states that “Coleus is a beautiful landscape plant prized for its colorful
foliage… These versatile plants can be used in hanging baskets, containers on patios, or in
landscape beds. Coleus is a heat-tolerant, durable annual that has very few disease or insect
problems. These plants, which are native to Malaysia and parts of Asia, can really thrive in your 

Continued on page 8
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https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/alligator/snap/#:~:text=People%20concerned%20about%20an%20alligator,866%2D392%2D4286).
http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/alligator-brochure.pdf
http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/alligator-brochure.pdf
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Florida landscape during the summer while providing you with interesting foliage.” And why do
we share the above with you? As you might guess, this week BrightView Landscape, the
Association landscape maintenance company, was on-site to execute the recommendations
above. 

And why do we share the above with you? As you might guess, BrightView Landscape, the
Association landscape maintenance company, was on-site last month to execute the
recommendations above. As always, a picture is worth a thousand words…or coleuses…



COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE - CRC
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Dear Residents, the CRC wants to know your opinions about our Saturday Information Sessions. Your
responses to this survey will guide us in planning for the future informational events. Please complete
the survey by June 14th.  Thank you, 



SOCIAL COMMITTEE
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WOMEN’S BREAKFAST & DINING DIVAS 
Please Join us! We are having Breakfasts and Lunches at different places each month during the

entire year. Our dates are the 3rd Tuesday of the month for Breakfasts and Lunches at the 1st

Friday of the month. Come meet your neighbor, bring a fellow neighbor, chat with old friends and

make new friends. Please sign up on the clubhouse bulletin board. If you have a favorite place for

lunch or breakfast please call us at 941-360-1457 or email to irenebill1978@verizon.net

ART LEAGUE

New Exhibits

The Art League will present two new exhibits on
Sunday June 23, 2024. Reception open to all from
4-6 pm.

The main exhibit in the Multipurpose Room will
have an Architecture theme. The Challenge Project
in the Activities Room will have a theme of Flowers. 

In addition the "Featured Artist" will be Micole
Bredean's paintings in the Activities Room.

Bob Rouleau will have a display of wood turned
pens etc. in the Curio Cabinet in the Grand Salon.

Come see the art, meet your neighbors and enjoy
lite bites and wine.

11

1200 1st Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205

Upcoming Events
Art League Meeting

June 10th
1:30pm

 Multipurpose Room

Art Show / Reception 
June 23rd

4pm
 Multipurpose & Activities Rooms 

Tuesday, June 18 @ 9:30 am

6056 Lockwood Ridge Rd, 
Sarasota, FL 34243

FRIDAY JUNE 7 AT 11:30 AM



History Book Club: Reading List & Discussion Schedule

BOOK CLUBS

Wine and Fiction Book Club

Scheduled discussions for 2024 include:
June-August no meetings

September 19. J. Furman Daniel III. Patton Battling with History, Lee Kitchen, facilitator
October 22. Jamin Ansery. Destiny Disrupted. Paul Urbanick, facilitator
November 19.  Andrew Roberts. Churchill. Peter Smerd, facilitator
December 17. Jonathan Philips. The Fourth Crusade & the Sacking of Constantinople, Orlando
Rodriguez, facilitator
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LakeRidge Falls Wine and Fiction Book Club June Selection: 
 
Go as A River 
by Shel ly  Read

In October 1948, young Victoria Nash delivers late-season peaches from her family's farm set amid
the wild beauty of Colorado. As she heads into her village, a disheveled stranger stops to ask her
the way. How she chooses to answer will unknowingly alter the course of both of their young lives.
This mesmerizing story of split-second choices and courageous acts propel Victoria away from the
only home she has ever known and towards a reckoning with loss, hope and her own untapped
strength.

Please join us as Marion Ferry, our discussion leader, helps us explore this coming-of-age story:

When: Tuesday, June 25th
Where: Grand Salon
Time: 7:00 PM

LRF Book Club

             See you back in September                    

A history book club is open anyone with an interest in discussing American and global
history. Monthly 1-hour meetings are held from 2 to 3pm East Coast Time. Our “Zoom
meetings” will normally occur on the third Tuesday of each month. Everyone is
encouraged to recommend history books and facilitate our discussions. Members are
encouraged to pursue their interests and curiosity, while selecting books that are both
well written and not overly lengthy. Participants will receive a Zoom link about two
days prior to the meeting. Anyone interested in joining should contact Stu Sutin at:
sutindoc@gmail.com. 

The Tuesday LRF book club is on hiatus for the summer. We will resume in
September with The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Moshin Hamud. The
October book will be The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride.
Hope to see you in September. 
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